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A lively, compact history of the important players, astonishing games, and rich traditions of the

University of Maryland men's basketball program, this bookÂ includes candid observations from

coaches, players, officials, and fans.
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In 2002 I had the honor of working with the legendary Johnny Holliday on his autobiography, "From

Rock To Jock." This detailed account of the "Voice of The Terps" life was critically acclaimed as an

entertaining and significant history of broadcasting, Top 40 radio, and sports through the eyes of

Johnny. We became close friends during the two years we worked on "From Rock To Jock", and

this friendship continued when we were asked to write "Hoop Tales," a very different book, with

different goals.For starters, "Hoop Tales" follows the publisher's format for this popular series. The

recipe is assemble a collection of great pictures (and our book has some very good ones, several

from Sports Illustrated, and the rest from UMD Hornbake Archives, the Athletic Dept, and personal

collections), and select about ten stories that basketball fans will love.I think we did that and much

more. We uncovered new information, such as the earliest formation (and games) of the team;

experiences of the veteran referees- in their words - of great players, games, and their interactions

with Coaches' Bud, Lefty, and Gary. Coach Williams provides his overview of the turning points in

the program's evolution. The chapter on Len Bias is Johnny's personal account of knowing Lenny,



and describing his growth as a player and person over four years. Several Terp players have

thanked us for this positive portrayal. Coaches Bud, Lefty, and Gary, and many famed players -

from Keith Booth to Walt Williams- contributed time and candid accounts to "Hoop Tales," and the

greatest living sports writer, John Feinstein, wrote the Foreword."Hoop Tales" is a written

celebration of the Maryland Terrapins with great photos.
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